
IL PRESENTE ED IL FUTURO
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Organizzato dalla
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Università degli
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MESSINA
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Convegno in memoria di Corrado Messina

PROGRAMMA
10.00    Saluti di Apertura

10.15    Ricordo di Corrado Messina
            Francesco Trimarchi (Messina)

Moderatori: 
P. Bramanti, E. Costanzo, S. Messina

10.30    Lettura:  Il trapianto autologo nelle  
            forme aggressive di sclerosi multipla
            Gianluigi Mancardi (Genova)

11.00    Lettura:  La sfida delle nuove
            terapie innovative nelle malattie   
            neuromuscolari
            Giuseppe Vita (Messina)

11.30     Lettura:  Le malattie neurologiche   
             rare:  un vaso di Pandora per la               
             Neurologia e le Neuroscienze
             Antonio Federico (Siena)

Moderatori: 
R. Dattola, G. Savettieri

12.00     Lettura:  Fisiopatologia delle distonie
             Paolo Girlanda (Messina)

12.30     Lettura: Update sulle neuropatie         
             genetiche
             Lucio Santoro (Napoli)

13.00     Lunch

Moderatori: 
A. Quartarone, M. Zappia

14.00     Lettura:  Fisiopatologia della
             bradicinesia della malattia di Parkinson
             Alfredo Berardelli (Roma)

14.30     Lettura:  Reti neuronali: manifestazione  
             invisibile di malattia
             Gioacchino Tedeschi (Napoli)

Moderatori: 
B. Fierro, R. Musolino, C. Rodolico

15.00     Lettura: I recenti progressi nel           
             trattamento dell’ictus ischemico acuto
             Antonio Carolei (L’Aquila)

15.30     Lettura: Aspetti clinici e terapeutici   
             emergenti nelle miopatie metaboliche
             Antonio Toscano (Messina)

16.00     Lettura: Update clinico e patomoleco-      
             lare nella distrofia miotonica di tipo 2
             Giovanni Meola (Milano)

16.30     Fine del Convegno
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  Corrado Messina, 
professor emeri-
tus of neurology at 
the University of 
Messina, died on 
January 8, 2018. He 
served as the 
President of the 
Italian Society of 
Clinical Neurophy-

siology (1993–1996), the President of the Italian 
Society of Neurology (2003–2005), and the 
Chair of the Italian College of the Professors of 
Neurology (2008–2010).
He was born in Messina and graduated at the 
School of Medicine of the University of Messina 
in 1963. He then specialized in Neurology and 
Psychiatry in 1966 at the University of Naples, 
under the direction of prof.  Vito Longo, and in 
Anesthesiology in 1968 at the University of 
Catania.
He worked as Volunteer Assistant in 
1963–1965 and then Assistant Professor in 
Neurology at the Messina University Hospital, 
under the direction of prof. Eugenio Ferrari first 
and Prof. Vincenzo Bonavita then. In 1980, he 
became Full Professor of Neurology. His early 
research concerned the neurophysiology of the 
trigemino-facial reflexes, the blink reflex, the 
excitability of type 1 and type 2 alpha-moto-
neurons, and the pharmacological approaches 
to expedite muscle reinnervation after experi-
mental nerve crush.
Since late 1970s, he coordinated the modern 
expansion of Clinical Neurophysiology Lab in 
his Hospital stimulating a number of young 
specialists to follow him. In the same time he 
promoted the creation of a Laboratory of 
Muscle and Nerve Pathology, forming the basis 
for a clinical and scientific interest in neuromu-
scular disorders for a progressively increased 
number of young fellows. Then, in the 1990s, he 
supported the expansion of Rehabilitation 

within the Neurosciences and he was a 
founder member of the Italian Society of 
Neurological Rehabilitation.
The considerable communication skills, despi-
te the tendency to be shy, his ability to propo-
se solutions to problems and to implement 
decisions with the maximum possible sharing, 
have allowed him to assume a role of absolute 
importance in the Italian neurological commu-
nity.
Corrado Messina led an exemplary life with 
his charisma and gentle nature being an 
inspiration to his students, colleagues, and 
friends. His teaching was top class, his profes-
sional standing supreme and his stimulus to 
research valuable and continued.
In his private life, he was known for his gentle-
ness and kind disposition with a subtle humor. 
Sagacious and with a keen mind, he retained 
the ability to put people at their ease.
Corrado Messina is survived by his wife 
Donatella, son Lorenzo, an ophthalmologist, 
daughters Maria Francesca, a pediatrician, and 
Sonia, a neurologist, and by his grandchildren. 
He will be greatly missed by all who had the 
great pleasure of knowing him, both personal-
ly and professionally.

Giuseppe Vita
Professor of Neurology
University of Messina
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